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RELA TION 


OFTHOSE SAD 
AND LAMENTABLE 


Accidents, which happened in 
and abont the Pariſh Charchof 


Withycombe in the Dartmoores, 
in Devonſhire, on Sunday: 
the 21.0f 0Zober laſt, 
1638. 


Psa1.46.8. 
Come, behold the workes of the Loxd, wl at deſol ations 
hee hath made in the earth, 
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A TRVE 
RELATION OF 


thoſe moſt ſtrange and lamen- 


table Accidents, happening 
4n the Pariſh Church of IV» 


tbycombe 1 in Devon/hire on 
, Synday rhe 21. of, October, 
1635. 


Chriſtian Readers, 


= SO DS viſible. Iudge- 
yy . ments, and terrible 
Ws remonſtrances(which 
12 [&/ , every .mornng are 
NAA broughttolight)com- 
CEASED ming unto our know- 
big, ould bee our qþſcryation and 
A} ad- 


(9 
admonition, that thereby the inbabitants 

Epu.z-s9 of rhe earth may learne Righteouſ- 
neſſe, for to let them paſſe by us (as wa- 

ter runnes by our doores)unobſeryed, 

argues too much regardleſneſle of 

16.269... GOD in the way of his ludgements: 
not to ſuffer them to ſinke into our 
affections, and to proove as ſo many 

tercible warning pieces, which arc ſhot 

oft from a watch Tower, to give no- 

tice of an encmies approach, to 

awaken andafirightus; arc but a mcanes 

to hardenour hearts againſt the Lord, 

L _ and to awaken his Iuſtice to puniſh us | 
terrerecaniun. YEt MOre: But to heare and feare and to 
doe wickedly no more; to ſearch our 

hearts andamend our waies is the beſt 

ule that can bee made of any of 

G ODS remarkable terrors manife» 

ſted among us, When GOD is at» |, 

gry with us, it ought to be our wiſedome 

to meete him, and make peace with 

him: And where wee ſee legible Cha- 

' ragers of his power and wrath; to 

learne 


(3) 
learne to {pell out” his meaning tou- 

ching our ſelves; to leave off all buſte, 
malitious, cauſleſle, and* unchtiMianly 
cenſuring of others,. and 'ro turne in 

upon our ſelyes, remembring, 'YVe/pcni- 
tendum, vel pereundum. Except wee re- 1, 
pent, wee ſhall likewiſe periſh. Certainc 

it is that wee doe in vaine expe&tim- 

munity from GODS Iudgements by 
{leighting, or contemning them, or. 
increaſing in our ſinnings againſt him. 

If Pharoah by the terrour of thundring 

and lightning was ſo affrighted thar 

hee faith ro Moſes, [ntreat the Lord (for 

i is enough) that there bee no mire. £529 36: 
mighty thundrings and Haile, And if Ca- 

lieula, out of the feare of thunder, 

would runne under his bed ro hide 
himſelfe: How much more ſhould we 
Chriftians learne tro feare and trem- 

ble before the moſt mighty GOD, 

whoſe -ooice only can ſake the mountaines \,. . 
and rend the rocks, and divide the flames of 


fre ; rends Churches, amazeth, and 
| {trikes 


| (4) 
firikes dead at at his pleaſiiee the ſonneg 
of men? as the Prophet David faith; 
Hee doth whatſoever bee leaſerh in Hcg. 
yen and Earth, Hee cauſerh. the vapour; 
to aſcend from the ends of the cnby and 
maketh lig'tnings for the raine, an brin- 
geth the winde out of the treaſures of the 
earth, IG unſearchable is his Wiſedome, 
and bis waies pait finding our, 1 fay, this 
ſhould awe and humble our hearts 
before. the Lox, riſing up unto 
more perfeQion in godlineſſe, doing 
unto our GOD, more and better ſer- 
vice theneyecr hikerpa wee have done, 
reverencing and ſanQifying his dread- 
full Namo in our hearts : eſpecially 
when his Iudgements breake in upon 
men, even in his owne houſe, mingling 
their bloud with their ſacrifices, and'thar 
in a moſt terrible manner {miting,and 
*wounding, and killing, as in this enſu- 
ing Relation may appeare: which for 
the ſuddenneſle and ſtrangeneſle , 
and in a manner miraculous, con- 


ſidering 


(5) 
lidering the circumſtances thereof, 1 
belceve few Ages can paralell, or pro- 
duce the like, The Lord teach thee to 
profic thereby, that ir may bee asa Ser- 
mon preached to thee from Heayen by 
the Lord himlſelfe, 


$92893202825k 


M7 Pon Sunday the 21, of O&o- 
whe ber laſt, In the Pariſh 
1 Church off ichycombein the 
ERR Dartmoores in Devonſhire, 
there fell in time of Divine Service 
a ſtrange -darzeneſle, increaling more 
and more, fo that the people there 
aſſembledtouldnot ſceto reade in any 
booke, and ſuddenly in a fearefull and 
lamentable' manner, a mighty thunde- 
ring was heard, the ratling whereof did 
anſwer muchlike unto the ſound and 
report of many great Cannons, and 
terrible ſtrange lightening therewith, 


greatly 


66) 
greatly. amazing: thoſe thatheard nd 
ſaw it, the darkencdle increaſing yer 
more, till they could not - {in the 
intcrim) ſec, one another 2 the ex» 
traordinaric lightening cameintothe 
Church ſo flaming, that the whole 
Church was preſently filled with fire 
and ſmoke, the {mecll whereof was 
very loathſc me, muchlike unto the ſent 
of brimſtone, ſome ſaid they ſaw art firſt 
a great ficry ball come inat the'yin- 
dow and paſſe therough ihe Cherch, 
which ſo affrighted the wholc 
Congreauat that. the: jneft - part” of 
them fell downeintotheir ſcares, and 
ſome upontheir knees, {ome on their 
faces, and ſome ope upepanother, with 
a great ery.of burving!.angþſcalding, 
they all giving . up! themſelves. for 
dead, ſuppoſing the laſt Iyudgementday 
wascome, and that they hadbqene-in 
the very flames of Hell. 1. ., - * 

The Minifter .of the. Pariſh, Maſter 
George Lyae, ; being .ig the Pulpit 
rp | Clin y 4 


(>) 


orſears where prayers are read; how- 
ever hee might bee much aſtoniſhed 
hereaty yet through G O-DS mercy had 
nootherharme-at all in his bady, but 
to his much griefe and amazement 
heard, and afterward beheld the lamen- 
rableaccidents; and althougtr himſelte 
wasnot touched, ycr the lightening ſei-, 
zed upon his poore Wite, fred her ruffe 
and linnen next ta her body, and her 
cloathes;. ro the burnitig of many parts 
of her body in a'very pitifull manner, 
Andone Mittrefle-Dirfo+& ſiting} in the 
pew with the Minifters wife, was alſ6 
muclrſcalded, but the maid and childe 
lating at the/pew dore had no harme,Be- 
bdeanotherwoman adyenturing to run 
outoftheChurch, had her cloathes ſer 
onfire, ad 'wagnot oaly ſtrangely burat 
andſcorched, but had her fleſh rome a- 
bourher back almoſtto the very banes. 
Another woeman had her fleth fo 
tomeandher body ſo gricyouſly burnt, 
tharſhe died the ſame night, 

B 2 Allo 


(8) 
Alſo one Maſter Hilla Gentleman of 
ood account in the Pariſh, fitting in his 
{cate by the Chancel|, had his head ſud- 
denly imirtcn againſtihe w all, through 
the violence vx hereof hedicd thatnight, 
noother hurt being found about his 
body ; but his ſonneſitting inthe ſame 
ſeate had no harme., There was alſo 
vne man more, at the ſame inſtant, of 
whom it is particularly related, who was 
Warriner unto Sir Richard Reynolds, his 
head was cloven, his $kvull rent into 
three peeces, and his braines throwne 
upon 6 ground whole, and the haire 
of his head,through the violence of the 
blow atfirft given him, did ſticke faſt un. - 
tothe pillar or wall of the Churchzand 
1h the place a deepe bruiſe into the wall 
as if it were ſhotagainſt with a Cannon 
buller. | but 
Someother perſons were.then blaſted. 
and burnt, and ſo grievoully ſcaldedand 
wounded,that ſince that time they have 
dicd therof;aud many other not like to 
reco- 


(9) 
recover, notwithſtanding all the meanes 
that can bec procured to helpe them. 
Some had their cloaths burnt and their 
bodies had no hurt, and ſome on the 
contrary, had their bodies burnt, and 
their cloathes not touched, and ſome 
-  theirſtockings and leggs \burnt and 
ſcalded, and their outward buskings 
not one thred ſinged. Bur it plea- 
ſedGoD yetin the midſt of judgement 
to remember mercy, ſparing ſome 
and not deſtroying all, yet very many 
were ſorcly ſcalded in divers parts of 
their bodies, and as all this hurt was 
done upon the bodies of men and wo- 
men, ſo the hurt alſo that was then 
doficunto the Church was remarkable. 
There were ſome Seates in the 
Body of the Church turned upſide 
downe, and yetthey v hich ſare in them 
hadlittle or no hurt; alfo a Boy fitting 
on aſcate had bis hat on, and neate 
the one halſe thereof was cut off, and he 
had no hurt, And one man going 
B 3 Out 


(10) 
auti at the Chancell doeore, his Dogs 
running out before him, was whirled 
about towards the doore and fell Jowne 
ſtarke dead ; at the (1yght whereof his 
Maſterſtepped backe within the doore, 
and G ov preſerved: him alive. Alſo 
the Church it ſelfe was much torne 
and defaced by the thunder and light- 
ning;andthereby alſo a beame was bucſt 
in the midſt, and fell downe betweene 
the Miniſter and Clarke and hurt 
neither ;, and a weighty great ſtone, 
neare the Foundation of the Church 
istorne Qut and remooved, and the ſtee- 
pleirſelfe is much rent, and there where 
the Church was moſt rengthere was leaſh. 
hurtdoneto the people,apd nat any one 
was hure either with the wood or 
fone, but a maid of Maratos, which 
camerhitber that afternogne to ſee ſome 
friends, whom Mafter Frynd the 
Coroner by circumſtances, ſuppoſed ſhe 
was kild with aftone, conſidering of her 
morta]l waund, and a great ſtone lying 


by 


(n) 
byher, There were alſo onesthrowne 
tom the Tewer ard carried about 
8 great diſtance from the Church, as 
thick as if a hundred men had beene 
there throwing, and a number ofthem 
of fuch weight and bigncſle, that a very 
firong man could hardly lift ther Alſo 
one Pinacle of the Tower was torne 
downe and broke through into the 
Cliurch., 

Moreover the Pillar againſt whichthe 
Pulpit andeth,being but newly whited, 
is now by this meanes turned black and 

dphry. Furthermore, one man that 
foodm the Chancell, with his face ro- 
md theBellfrey,obſcrved as it werethe 
ting of duſt orlime, in the lower end 
ofthe Church, whichſuddenly ( as with 
zpuffe of winde) was whirled up and 
cſtinto his eyes, ſo thar hee could not 
ſein twelve houres after ; but now his 
bohtis reſtored, and hee hath rio other 
art, Thererrible lightening being paſt, 
al the. people being m a wonderfull 
pay maze, 


(12) 
maze,fo that they ſpako not one word, 
by and by one Maſter Rapb Rouſe, Vinte. 
ner inthe Towne, ſtood up, layingrhele 
words, Neighbours, in the name of God 
ſhall we venture out of the Church, to 
which M.Lye anſwering, ſaid, itis beſt 
tro make an endof prayers, foriewere 
better to dic herethenin another place, 
burthey looking aboutthem,and ſeeing 
the Church ſo terribly rent andtorne 
oyer their heads, durſt not proccedin 
their publike devotions, but went forth 
mfthe Church. 

And as all this was done within the 
Church, and unto the Church; fo 
there were other accidents without 
the Church; ofwhich [ will give you a 
touch, There was a Bowling. alley 
neare untothe Church-yard, which was 
turnedup intopirsand heapes, in man- 
ner almoſt as if ir had becne plowed, 
Atthe ſame time alſo at Brix/ton ncare 
Plymmouth, there fell ſuch ſtore of Haile, 
and ſuch Haile-ones, that for _y | 

they 


(14) 

they werejudged to beas big as ordina- 

Turkies eggs; ſome ot them were 

of fixc, ſome of ſix, and others of ſeven 
ounces weight. 

We arc alſo certainely informed that 
attheſame time,as neare as it can bee 
ouclſed, there fell out the like accident 
unto the Church at Norton in Somer/et- 
ſbire.., but as yer wee heare of no per- 
fonshurt therein : Alſo it is related by 
a Gentleman whotravelled inthoſe/parts 
at that time, hee being ſince come to 
London, that wherehe was the lightening 
was ſo terrible, fiery and flaming, that- 
theythoughrrhcir houſes-ar every: flaſh 
were {ct onfire,in ſomuch thatrtheir hor- 
ks in the ſtable were ſo affrightedthar 
they couldnor rule them; 

Allwhich moft ſad .and lamenrable 

SpeRacles were dane{ avit:were:) in 

amoment:ot tiche: - : | 

Thisis: the: Symme: of thoſe diſmall 
cridentsand terribi6 cxamples happen+ 
gin the plkceaforciaid, as ithath: been 
ap © 


CAare- 


(14) | 
carcfully extra&ed our of the letters of 
Miniſters and other men of quakty and þ 
good accountand creditliving not one-} 
ly in the Parith of1/hicombe, butinthe | 
adjoyning Parithes and places, and by % 
thoſe that had the full relation from * 
Maſter Lyde his own mouth. And thek 
maine drift in the publication of this | 
great ludgement, is for thy hamiliation | 
and cdification, not onely to acquaint! FF: 
thee with the greatand mighty works of! " 
Gods Power and Juſtice, who ina mo-: 
mentcando mightythingsto us, & arme | 


K 1h 
the creatures againſt usat his owne plea- 'T 


ſure,butalſo to moove pitty and com BF 
paſſion inus towards our Brethren who | 
were patients therein. Which relatis # 
\ on you can dithcultly reade without 8 
Gghs,nor underſtand without teares, | 
know itisthe faſhion- of roo-too many FF 
to queſtion and ralke, and make thingy 7} 
ofthis nature, but a nine dayes wonder; © | 
But let. us not deceive our ſelves: | 
any longer , but. conſider , ”"y \Fh: 
ave 


14 a: b; : (15) 

7 - hae beene lookers on a great while, 
ts * andothers have beene made our exam- 
3 and felt the ſmart at home and 
2 abtoad, whilſt wee have gone free; 
bajo wee know not how ſoone our 
rurnes and changes may come; theſe 
dents might a as well haye happened 
as them;the Loxp therfore in much 
F acy fir us both for the worſt of times 
__ beſt of Ends, I end all with 
| Fo that prayerin our Letany,commending 
Ahec and thisto the bleſſing of the Al- 

bty. 


of 


'* Swom lightening andtempeſt, from Plague, 
"2 Peſlilence and Famine,from Bat- 
tell and murder, and from 
[nddaine death, 
Good LORD aelryer us, 


FINIS 
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